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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text75: Yes: The Sustainability, Energy and Environment Advisory Committee (SEEAC) is a University committee dedicated to advising Administration on the best methods of integrating energy, environmental stewardship, sustainability principles, and community operations. Ron Sega is Special Advisor to the President for Energy and the Environment.
	Text76: As an ACUPCC signatory, the university is required to complete a Climate Action Plan that describes when and how the campus will achieve climate neutrality.  A task force has been formed and is currently developing the plan and is schedule to publicly release it in September 2010. 
	Text77: Yes, CSU has conducted a complete greenhouse gas emissions audit of campus for the past four consecutive fiscal years and will continue to do so from this point on as part of the commitment made as an ACUPCC signatory. 
	Text78: CSU did experience a 3% decrease in greenhouse gas emissions in FY09 compared to FY08. Emissions measured in FY09 totaled 223,500 metric tons of carbon dioxide compared with 230, 600 in FY08.  Cooler weather in Colorado and measures designed to reduce energy use across campus contributed to this decrease. 
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	Text80: Colorado State University Foundation’s board of directors, investment committee and staff communicate with its investment managers and promote awareness of environmental and community stewardship.  Also, they review all proxy ballots of its holdings and vote in accordance with its investment objectives and environmental stewardship guidelines.  Colorado State University Foundation reviews its investment holdings and performance with its consultant at least quarterly.
	Text81: Colorado State University Foundation has several different environmentally responsible investments through its various investment managers, which include companies within the renewable energy space and companies that have strong environmental responsibility procedures.  These investments include Novus Energy, StormFisher, Recycled Energy Development, Vestas, First Solar, Quantas, and Bio-Dynamic Group.  Colorado State University Foundation seeks to optimize portfolio return, while minimizing risk and promoting environmental stewardship and community building.  Colorado State University Foundation has recently corresponded with its 27 investment managers to request an update of their environmentally responsible investments and to encourage and promote environmentally responsible investing.  Colorado State University Foundation received many positive responses and will continue to proactive in its efforts to make its investment managers aware of its concern for environmental responsibility.
	Text82: Colorado State was selected as one of a handful of campuses to be selected by the Rocky Mountain Institute for Accelerating Campus Climate Initiatives project.  As a part of that grant, CSU received funding to launch student competitions on campus to reduce environmental impacts.  These programs were developed in 2009 and launched in early 2010.  Results are anticipated to be coming this spring/summer.In 2009, students took ownership of the annual Earth Day celebration to help make it more focused to benefiting students. At the Democratic National Convention in Denver, CSU student volunteers sorted all trash to ensure recyclable material did not head to a landfill.
	Text83: Students in the Construction management department have competed in green building design competitions. Also, a College of Business enterprise team, AYZH,  won first place at the Camino Real Venture Competition (CRVC) in El Paso, Texas, and at the Global Social Venture Competition (GSVC) at the Indian School of Business in Hyderabad, India. AYZH  is a social venture developing and distributing distributing products to improve the health and livelihood of impoverished  women in rural communities. 
	Text84: >CSU's mountain 1,200 acre campus at Pingree Park (9,000 ft.) is a field site for natural resource students with limited development (classrooms and dormitories) to support educational curriculum. Faculty and staff are also eligible to attend outdoor programs there.>The Colorado State University Wetlands Project serves a number of purposes related to water bioremediation and conservation, serving the University Greenhouses on the main campus.>CSU Annual Flower Garden, established to evaluate the performance of annual flower cultivars under Colorado's unique environmental conditions. The trial garden consists of 1,117 varieties of annual bedding plants.
	Text85: Yes, Operations Management has converted all custodial staff to environmental technicians adopting green cleaning practices and policies. 
	Text86: All Natural Resources students spend a summer at the CSU Mountain Campus known as Pingree Park. Other students, staff and faculty are eligible to attend outdoor programs.
	Text87: >Foothills Campus Solar Plant: Completed Dec. 2010, this 2 mw 15 acre facility generates 10% of electricity needs on Foothills Campus, cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 5.5 million pounds.>Engineering Building Solar Array: Installed in June 09,18.9 kw solar panel project, cuts GHG emissions by 20 tons/year and provides students opportunity to study hardware and data from PV system. >Biomass Boiler: Installed June 09, boiler is rated at 46 boiler hp, or 1.5 million Btu/hr, which is large enough to burn more than 1,300 tons of wood chips each year. Uses wood chips that are result of forest fire mitigation projects, producing 97% fewer emissions than prescribed burns or natural forest fire.>Green Dining Center Renovation (Jan '10):The $3.8 million renovation of Braiden Hall Dining Center using sustainable materials and energy-saving equipment.
	Text88: >CSU's Forest Service Tree Nursery produces 2 million seedling trees each year; CSUFS distribute trees across the United States to allow farmers, ranchers and rural landowners to obtain trees at a nominal cost. CSFS' goal is to encourage landowners to plant new forests; to establish effective windbreaks that reduce erosion; to protect homes, cropland, livestock and highways; and to enhance wildlife habitat. Trees and shrubs are grown at the CSFS nursery for conservation only.> Green is Gold Campaign:  a campus-wide campaign to save energy and help the university control costs; offices, departments, working groups, and residences eligible to form teams and win prizes. This includes more than 50 faculty members.> Live Green Team: The Live Green Team, sponsored by Housing & Dining Services, consists of student and staff volunteers who want to make a difference and are taking environmental action.> Earth Week:  CSU hosts a series of events that help promote and display sustainable behaviors. Earth Week will kick off on April 19 with a bike parade through campus. The week will also include a symposium in conjunction with Warner College of Natural Resources for undergraduate, graduate, and professional research and a service learning event with elementary school students.> Earth Day Student Sustainability Fair: On April 22, the Coalition for Campus Sustainability, Warner College of Natural Resources College Council, and the Live Green Team will host the annual Earth Day Student Sustainability Fair. The fair will feature live music, over 100 booths with vendors and organizations from CSU and Fort Collins, and a recycled art display. Groups can register for a booth beginning in February. There is no cost to attend and the event is open to the public.>Green Power Program: Each student who signs up for green power offsets 930 pounds of carbon dioxide. In Fall 2009, Housing & Dining Services purchased over 3,000,000 kWh of green power for all public areas of the department including dining centers, administrative offices, lobbies, and lounges. Green power is purchased with money saved from energy-efficiency programs including lighting retrofits and more efficient heating and cooling systems.>Colorado State University is pursuing LEED – Leadership in Energy and Environment Design – Gold certification for its newest residence hall, which will open Aug. 20 when CSU students return to campus for the fall semester.>Green Warrior Campaign: Aug. 09, aims to engage students in creating a climate of sustainability atCSU. Students register online and pledge to participate in environmentally friendly tasks.>CSU is committed to conserving water and has been actively researching state-of-the-art ways to accomplish this goal. Since 1990, potable water use has decreased over 22% (108 million gallons), despite a student population increase of 25% and building square footage increase of 19%.


